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WCHOF Board Members

“ THE MISSION OF THE WILKES COUNTY HALL OF FAME IS TO PROMOTE AND HONOR THE 
EXCELLENCE OF THE PEOPLE OF WILKES COUNTY IN ORDER TO ENCOURAGE AND INSPIRE THE 
YOUTH AND CITIZENS OF WILKES TO STRIVE FOR SIMILAR EXCELLENCE IN LIFE’S ENDEAVORS.”

Amanda Perry
Delaina Smith

Ex-officio	Members
Dr. Marty Hemric

Chris Skabo
Dennis Huggins

Phil Stevens, President
Ian Adams, Vice President

Larry Stone, Treasurer
Tom Jones, Secretary

Tammy Whitworth
James Cook

Wayne Myers

Wilkes County Hall of  
Fame Sponsors

Event Sponsor $ 10,000
Wilkes Communications, Inc.

Platinum $ 5,000
Katherine Ann Green Foundation

The Leonard G. Herring Family 
Foundation, Inc.

Kulynych Family Foundation

Gold $ 3,000
Window World, Inc.

Silver $ 2,000
Cook’s Incorporated

Arnold and Becky Lakey
 

Dennis and Jan Huggins
Faw, Folger & Johnson, P.C.

Steve and Debra Laws
Horace Mann and Keith Lyall

Wayne and Kathy Myers 
Rid-A–Bug  

Exterminating Co., Inc.
Southeastern Cars & Parts, Inc.

Specialty Car Company
Sterling Group

John & Nora Swofford
Town of North Wilkesboro

J.R. Vannoy & Sons Construction
Wilcox Marketing, Inc
Wilkes County Schools 

Principals and Directors
Wilkes Economic  

Development Corp.
Wilkes Regional Medical Center

County of Wilkes

Bronze $ 1,000
Bill and Lorie Duncan

Cam and Tammy Finley
Brame Huie Pharmacy, Inc.
Chuck and Paulette Parker
Pierce Group Benefits, Inc.

Reins-Sturdivant, Inc.
Pinnacle Architecture, PA

The Stone Foundation
Jim and Carl Swofford

Tyson Foods
Werner Ladder

Table Sponsors $ 500
BB&T Bank

Brushy Mountain Ruritan Club
Cook’s Incorporated 

Dr. Marty and Ramona Hemric
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In January 2015, The Wilkes County Hall of Fame awarded $8,289.00 in grants that will be used to 
support arts and athletics in the Wilkes County School system. The awardees are:

Elementary Schools: 
• Wilkesboro, NoteKnacks Rhythm Manipulatives, Anita Wingler, $252.00
• Boomer-Ferguson, NoteKnacks Rhythm Manipulatives, Anita Wingler, $252.00
• Moravian Falls, NoteKnacks Rhythm Manipulatives, Anita Wingler, $252.00
• North Wilkesboro, Flint Hill Beanstalk Adventure Playgrounds, Elizabeth Horrell, $1,000.00
• Traphill, Community Arts, Music and Physical Education Gala, Robert Weddington, $962.00
• Millers Creek Art Club, Musical Art Instruments, Connie Ledford, $393.00
• Moravian Falls, Arts supplies,  Kat Romanish, $200.00
• Boomer-Ferguson, Arts supplies,  Kat Romanish, $200.00
• Wilkesboro, Arts supplies,  Kat Romanish, $200.00
• Ronda-Clingman, Building a Bridge to Literacy; Children’s Literature Library,  

Michelle Franklin, $675.00
• CB Eller Music Department, Building a Bridge to Literacy; Children’s Literature Library,  

Michelle Franklin, $675.00
• Roaring River Music Department, Building a Bridge to Literacy; Children’s Literature Library,  

Michelle Franklin, $675.00

Middle Schools: 
• Central Wilkes,  Visual Arts Department, Inkle Loom Weaving, Gilda Aita, $844.00
• West Wilkes, Volleyball Team, Building A Tradition, Scott Bryan, $1,000.00

High School:
• Wilkes Central, PE Program, Playing SMARTer, Scott Waugh, $709.00

All grants helped with the funding for art, band,  
chorus, drama, physical education, and athletic programs.

Wilkes County Hall of Fame 2014 
Grantees Recipients:



	2nd	Annual	Wilkes	County	Hall	of	Fame	Gala		•		May	21,	2015	 5

Jack Branch was born in Lenoir, North Carolina 
where he graduated from Morganton High School. 
Continuing his education after high school, Branch 
received a degree from Davidson College and a 
Master’s Degree from Appalachian State University 
in the area of Arts and Education. Branch also 
served as a coach for Appalachian State University 
for two and a half years. He has been an avid 
supporter of all Mountaineer athletic programs 
and athletes for decades.

Branch served with the United States Army for 
two years. He continued service to his country as 
a commanding officer of the North Wilkesboro 
Unit of the National Guard. He was honorably 
discharged as Lt. Colonel after 30 years.

“Coach” Branch taught in Wilkes County Schools 
for forty-one years and for many of the years 
coached football, track, wrestling, and basketball. 
Branch served as assistant coach for the Lion’s 
Bowl North Squad in 1964 and in 1967 was 
assistant coach for the North Carolina Shrine 
Bowl. Coach Branch also taught driver’s  
education for 32 years.

In 1994, Appalachian State University (ASU) 
established the Jackson A. Branch Award in 
honor of his longtime service and support to 
Mountaineer students, athletics, and teams. The 
street which runs in front of Kidd Brewer Football 
Stadium was designated Jackson Branch Drive 
in honor of Branch’s outstanding support to ASU. 
In 2013, Jack Branch received the Alumni Special 

Award from ASU for volunteer work in conjunction 
to ASU Athletics/Teams.

Jack Branch has been an active member of the 
Kiwanis for over 25 years and has received the 
Inter¬national Leadership Award. Branch was a 
former member of North Wilkesboro’s Elk Lodge. 
He has been a patron of the arts in Wilkes County 
since 1957 by contributing to and attending  
many events.

Branch has been recognized by Wilkes Community 
College (WCC) for outstanding contributions 
to the WCC Endowment Corporation through 
volunteerism with WCC and MerleFest. Branch 
is known at ASU as the “apple man” because of 
his gifts of over 300 cases of apples each year 
delivering them to Boone for home teams and 
visiting teams as a way to show support for both 
men and women’s sports.

Jack Branch
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H. Carl Buchan was born in 1928. Carl attended 
State College (now North Carolina State University) 
with hopes to get a degree in journalism. After 
Pearl Harbor, Carl and his four brothers joined 
the military. He graduated from Officer’s Training 
School in Camp Lee Virginia and was sent to 
officers’ candidate school in Texas. Carl received 
an honorable discharge after suffering a foot 
injury.

Buchan came to North Wilkesboro and became 
a partner with his brother-in-law, Jim Lowe. 
“Buchan anticipated the post-World War II building 
boom and concentrated on selling only hardware, 
appliances and hard-to-find building materials. 
By eliminating wholesales and dealing directly 
with manufactures, Lowe’s established a lasting 
reputation for low prices.”

Carl Buchan’s vision to expand the successful 
North Wilkesboro Hardware Store truly began 
in 1964 after the Lowe’s Sparta Hardware Store 
success and, “Carl saw no reason why Lowe’s 
market place should not extend far past its 
perimeter.” After years of successful business 
partnerships between Carl and Jim, who together 
ran the hardware business from 1946 to 1952, 
developed a difference of opinion of the brand. 
Buchan sought business out of town and became 
the sole owner of Lowe’s Hardware.

According to Lowe’s Companies Inc. sources, 
“Carl Buchan was an innovator with an insatiable 
appetite for new and better ways to do everything-

manage inventory, motivate employees, finance 
expansion, or purchase and market products.” 
By 1960 Lowe’s expanded to 15 locations and 
developed an executive team that carried through 
with his profit-sharing plan after Buchan’s 
untimely death in 1960. “Giving employees the 
chance to invest in Lowe’s expansion was one 
way to make them stakeholders in the company’s 
fortunes. But Carl Buchan was contemplating 
another way as well: a corporate profit-sharing 
plan.” Employees of Lowe’s Companies have 
benefited from what is now the Employee Stock 
Ownership Plan- which allows employs to share 
in the growth and prosperity of the company. His 
vision continues to benefit Wilkes County in many 
ways.

Carl Buchan was an early adopter of any 
technology that promised to increase operating 
deficiency and help keep down cost. Buchan once 
told a reporter from The Charlotte Observer, “When 
I was a little boy, I never wanted to be a policeman 
or a doctor or a fireman. I just wanted to make a 
million dollars.” By 1960, he had done that several 
times over. Reaching that goal didn’t make him 
less driven; however, he just found a bigger goal; 
to make Lowe’s the largest and most successful 
business of its type in the world, owned and 
controlled by the people who built it.

H. Carl Buchan
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Edwin J. Canter

Edwin J. Canter was born in North Wilkesboro, 
North Carolina on December 31, 1920. He graduated 
from Millers Creek High School in 1938. Canter 
enlisted in the Marine Corps Reserves in Winston-
Salem, North Carolina on July 7, 1942, and attended 
boot camp training at Paris Island, South Carolina. 
Upon completion of his military career, Canter 
attended Appalachian State University graduating 
with an undergraduate degree in 1952 and received 
a Master’s Degree in 1957.

Mr. Canter’s recognition and accomplishments 
began during his military career. After boot camp 
at Paris Island, he was assigned to Sea School at 
Portsmouth, Virginia. He was then assigned to 
a platoon of Marines on the cruiser USS Santa 
Fe, which participated in shore bombardment 
of Attu and Kiska in the Aleutian Island. After a 
short time, he was transferred to Camp Elliot in 
California and then moved to Oahu, Hawaii. Canter 
received rocket training at Camp Beaumont. Next, 
he was assigned to the 4th Marine Division as 
a member of the 1st Rocket Detachment, which 
participated in the Invasion of Saipan, Tinian and 
Iwo Jima. On March 5, 1945, while serving on Iwo 
Jima, Mr. Canter was wounded twice. He received 
the Asiatic-Pacific Presidential Unit Citation, as 
well as a Purple Heart for his service.

Returning to Wilkes County after the Marines, 
Canter became another kind of hero, a hero to 
Wilkes County school children. He worked with 
the Wilkes County School System for 35 years. 
His tenure included teaching at Mountain View 

Elementary, 8 years; North Wilkes High School, 
5 years, principal; Fairplains Elementary School, 
2 years, principal; and Wilkesboro Elementary 
School, 20 years, principal. Canter retired from the 
Wilkes County School System on June 30, 1984.

Canter has maintained membership in many 
community organizations. Among those are: 
Disabled American Veterans, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 1142, Wilkes Business and Professional 
Club, American Legion, Kiwanis Club, and Marine 
Corps League Post 1189. He was a charter member 
of the Brushy Mountain Fire Department and 
also the Brushy Mountain Ruritan Club. Canter 
continues to be an active participant in many of 
the above mentioned community organizations, as 
well as Wilkesboro United Methodist Church where 
he has been a member since 1959. Canter has 
also been an active member of the Wilkes County 
Retired Teacher’s organization since his retirement 
from public education.

Edwin J. Canter and Ruth Bridges, who was from 
Forest City, North Carolina, were married on June 
18, 1948 in Boone, North Carolina. They were 
both seniors at Appalachian State University 
when they married. Their daughter Rachel lives 
in Greensboro, North Carolina with her husband 
Jack Yarbrough and their two children, Ryan and 
Rebecca.
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Edith Marie Ferguson Carter was born on August 
15, 1930, in Caldwell County to T.W. Ferguson and 
Edith Kyles Ferguson. She attended college at 
Southern Methodist in Dallas, Texas, The Art 
Students League in New York City, RPI (now 
Virginia Commonwealth University) in Richmond, 
Virginia and Appalachian State University where 
she earned her BS degree in art education. Ms. 
Carter taught art in the Wilkes County and the 
Caldwell County School systems. She retired from 
West Caldwell High School in Lenoir. In the 1960’s, 
she was director of art for the Lenoir City Schools. 
Ms. Carter was Teacher of the Year in the Caldwell 
County Schools on three separate occasions. She 
and her husband were involved with the operation 
of running a farm for 54 years in the Ferguson 
community.

Ms. Carter worked for many years as a graphic 
designer. In the 1950’s, she illustrated the story 
of Tom Dooley, a story which fascinated her for 
the rest of her life. She has illustrated stories 
from North Carolina history and made them 
into discs for public school use. She has also 
illustrated several books. Ms. Carter’s love of the 
arts translated into her involvement in many 
community services. She assisted in organizing 
the Wilkes Art Gallery and the Cultural Arts 
Council in both Wilkes and Caldwell counties. 
Ms. Carter directed Art in the Park in Blowing 
Rock, North Carolina for 28 years. She served on 
the Wilkes Telephone Membership Corporation 
and the North Carolina State Grange Insurance 
Company Boards. She was active with the  

Wilkes Chamber of Commerce and the Wilkes 
Heritage Museum.

Edith Carter received numerous acclamations 
and honors for her work in various organizations 
in Wilkes and Caldwell. These honors include: 
North Carolina Grange Woman of the Year, Wilkes 
Extension Home Makers Woman of the Year, 
North Wilkesboro Rotary Club Woman of the Year, 
and won a North Carolina Historian Award for 
books written and illustrated and for creating 
Whippoorwill Village. Whippoorwill Academy 
and Village created an educational experience for 
thousands of school children. Ms. Carter was also 
North Carolina Daughters of American Revolution 
Distinguished Woman of the Year, Grand Marshall 
for the Wilkes Christmas Parade and Grand 
Marshall for Wilkes Heritage Day. In 2014, Edith 
Marie Ferguson Carter and her husband, G. Hill 
Carter, were inducted into the Wilkes County 
Agricultural Hall of Fame during a ceremony  
at the Edwin McGee Conservation Center.

Ms. Carter was an active and lifelong member 
of the Beaver Creek Advent Christian Church 
in Ferguson. She served over the years in many 
offices and positions. These included youth leader, 
Sunday school teacher, clerk, treasurer, Vacation 
Bible School Director and teacher, served with 
the missionary society, sang in choir and was the 
church pianist.

Edith Marie Carter
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John White Hubbard was born in Wilkesboro, 
December 17, 1931, to Julius C. and Nellie White 
Hubbard. John graduated from Wilkesboro High 
School in 1950 and UNC-Chapel Hill in 1959 with 
a degree in Journalism. John served four years of 
active duty in the United States Air Force during the 
Korean War and earned the rank of staff sergeant. 
John was editor of the Smoky Mountain Times 
and the Andrews Journal from 1959-1963. During 
this time, he was also Western North Carolina 
correspondent for United Press International and 
the Knoxville News Sentinel.

Hubbard, his wife, Becky, and their three children 
moved back to Wilkes in 1963, and he began work 
as a reporter for his family’s newspaper, the Wilkes 
Journal Patriot. In 1972, he and his brother, Julius 
C. (Buddy) Hubbard, Jr. became co-publishers of 
the newspaper, after their father’s death. Hubbard 
was still working and served as co-publisher until 
his death in 2010, at age 78. During his career 
he won many North Carolina Press Association 
awards for photography and news writing.

John was an advocate for many non-profit 
organizations in the county, and sought to give 
citizens a “hand up.” During his life, he was also 
an advocate for New River Mental Health and did 
much to get that organization started in Wilkes 
in the 1970s. He was chairman for Heart Fund 
drives in Swain and Wilkes counties. He was on 
the advisory committee for the Wilkes Vocational 
Center, supporter of The Health Foundation, Wilkes 
Chapter of the North Carolina Symphony Society, 

Smoot Park Pool and Wilkes ADAP, a Boy Scouts 
of America committee chairman, and a member 
of the Friends of the Wilkes County Library. 
A member of North Wilkesboro Presbyterian 
Church, John served the church as Sunday school 
superintendent and in other capacities.

One of the awards of which John was most proud 
was when the Wilkes Journal Patriot won “The 
School Bell” award in 1977, given to the media 
organization in North Carolina which had done 
the most to support education in the previous 
year. During this time, Wilkes County Schools was 
trying to put forward a school bond referendum to 
build a new Wilkes Central and to improve many 
of the poor conditions in the schools in the county. 
The bond referendum passed, improvements 
to the schools were made and the new Wilkes 
Central in Moravian Falls graduated its first class 
in 1981. John also won first place in news coverage 
for non-dailies in the 1966 North Carolina Press 
Association annual contest, with only Editor 
Dwight Nichols and him working in the news 
room, covering news and sports.

John White Hubbard was a true servant of  
Wilkes County and its people.

John White Hubbard
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Wilson Denver Key was born on June 22, 1940, in 
Hays, North Carolina. He graduated in 1958 from 
North Wilkes High School. With an excellent 
academic record, Key competed for and won 
admission to the Naval ROTC program at UCLA. 
His record there continued at the United States 
Navel Academy at Annapolis, Maryland where he 
was a Class of ’63 graduate. Mr. Key also completed 
a Master’s Degree in physics at the University of 
North Carolina in 1977. Key served with the United 
States Navy from 1963 until his retirement in 1993.

LT Wilson D. Key was a Douglas Aircraft A4 pilot 
assigned to Attack Squadron 34 onboard the USS 
INTREPID the morning of November 17, 1967. LT 
Key was the wingman of the third section of 
Surface-to-air missile (SAM) suppressor aircraft in 
a two-carrier strike two miles southeast of the city 
of Hanoi, North Vietnam.

Key’s section leader, LCDR Teter, was also assigned 
an A4C. The two aircraft were launched from 
the carrier and proceeded to the target area. 
Approximately 10 miles southeast of the target area, 
the section encountered and evaded the first volley 
of SAMs. The flight continued to the target area and 
attacked a firing SAM site with rockets. During the 
attack, the section was constantly being tracked by 
missiles and missile guidance radar. At 1155 hours, 
upon egress from the target area, approximately 6 
miles south of Hanoi, Key’s aircraft took a direct hit 
by a SAM. He communicated that he was hit and 
ejected at about 800 feet altitude. His section leader 
observed a good parachute.

For the next five-and-a-half years, LT Key was held 
prisoner in and around Hanoi. During his captivity, 
he was advanced to the rank of Lieutenant 
Commander. Then, in 1973, he was released from 
captivity along with 590 other Americans.

Since his release in 1973, Captain Key has 
received many distinguished military awards 
and held many positions. He was awarded the 
Silver Star, Bronze Star, Distinguished Flying 
Cross, Legion of Merit with 2 gold stars and the 
Prisoner of War Medal. Captain Key has served 
as a physics instructor at the United States Naval 
Academy, a Missile Projects Officer with the 
Naval Material Command in Washington, D.C., 
a Production Management Branch Officer with 
Naval Air Systems Command in Washington, 
D.C., a Commanding Officer of the Naval Plant 
Representative Office at LTV Corporation in Dallas, 
Texas, an Aerial Targets Program Manager and 
then Director of Research and Technology with 
Naval Air Systems Command in Washington, D.C. 
He later became Director of Mathematics and 
Science and Commodore of the Sailing Squadron 
at the United States Naval Academy.

Since his retirement from active duty, Captain 
Key has remained close to his Navy life and has 
taught physics and astronomy at St. John’s River 
Community College in Jacksonville, Florida.

Wilson Denver Key
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Arnold N. Lakey was born March 12, 1937 in 
Mecklenburg County to Henry Gray and Lilla 
Savannah Rhodes Lakey. Mr. Lakey graduated 
with honors from West Mecklenburg High School. 
After graduation from high school, he received a 
Business Degree from King’s Business College. 
Soon after graduation from King’s, Mr. Lakey 
went to work for Lowe’s Companies and remained 
there in various capacities for the next 41 years. 
Mr. Lakey was Vice President of Lowe’s Corporate 
Credit when he retired in 1998.

Lakey has long been active in numerous civic 
organizations and community projects. He is a 45-
year member of the North Wilkesboro Rotary Club 
where he has served as president, vice president 
and treasurer and has served as a vice district 
governor. Among his other community services, 
Mr. Lakey has been a member of the Wilkes 
Community College Board of Trustees, the Wilkes 
Regional Medical Center hospital board, director of 
the Health Foundation, a member of the Rainbow 
Center Board of Trustees, a board member of the 
Wilkes Heritage Museum and a member of the 
board of the Cultural Arts Council of Wilkes. Mr. 
Lakey has, throughout his career and beyond, been 
a strong advocate and supporter of the children 
of Wilkes through his partnership with Wilkes 
County Schools.

Officials with the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation honored Mr. Lakey by dedicating 
a portion of Highway 421 as the Arnold N. Lakey 
Highway. The section of highway named in honor 
of Lakey is about a two-mile stretch between 
Goforth Road and Pumpkin Run Road west of 
Wilkesboro.

Mr. Lakey is a former member of the North 
Carolina Board of Transportation. Arnold N. 
Lakey is one of Wilkes County’s most notable 
philanthropists. He was named to The Order of 
the Long Leaf Pine which is among the most 
prestigious awards presented by the governor of 
North Carolina.

Lakey is a member of Wilkesboro United Methodist 
Church where he has served in many areas 
including church council chairperson, finance 
chairman and is a member of the church choir and 
United Methodist Men. Lakey and his wife Becky 
have been married for more than 55 years and 
have five children and seven grandchildren.

Arnold is a man of true integrity, honor, and 
passion. He is an individual who gives not only 
with his finances, but his time, his talent and his 
instruction. He has a strong desire to see Wilkes 
County become a better place for all citizens.

Arnold N. Lakey
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Joe Linney graduated from Wilkesboro High 
School in 1943. His love of sports emerged in 
high school and during his senior year he served 
as captain of both the football and basketball 
teams. Following high school graduation, Linney 
joined the United States Marines and after basic 
training spent two years on the USS Wasp, where 
he served as a Marine gunner. His unit received 
the Presidential Citation during the Marshall 
Island campaign and the Captain TMs Letter of 
Commendation.

After discharge from the Marines, Linney 
enrolled at Appalachian State University and 
graduated with a BS Degree in history and physical 
education. In 1970, Mr. Linney received his Master’s 
Degree in physical education from Appalachian 
State University. In 1950, Coach Linney moved 
into a coaching position at Mountain View High 
School. After posting six successful years there, he 
was selected to head up the basketball program at 
the newly formed North Wilkes High School. His 
coaching expertise lead his girls’ team to a streak 
of 108 consecutive wins. Coach Linney, as the 
boys’ coach, led his teams to a combined record of 
240-46 and to a state championship in 1961. Coach 
Linney’s teams also finished second in the state 
twice and third once. His teams once compiled 
a 49-game winning streak and the Vikings were 
undefeated on the home court in Hays, North 
Carolina for a span of seven-and-a-half years. The 
gymnasium at North Wilkes High School is named 
in honor of Coach Joe Linney.

In 1967, Coach Linney joined the staff at Wilkes 
Community College. At Wilkes Community College, 
Linney brought into existence the basketball, 
tennis and golf teams. He adhered to an unstated 
community college code that emphasized the 
participation of local athletes. He believed strongly 
in providing athletes from the community with 
a chance to compete on a collegiate level. Coach 
Linney made no attempt to recruit outside the area 
because it would ruin the purpose of community 
college athletics. He retired from Wilkes 
Community College in 1988.

Coach Linney’s genuine nature and commitment 
to Wilkes County youth resulted in each player 
realizing strengths and talents that were unknown 
to them previously. He had a way with people to 
motivate the highest effort and his reinforcing 
words promoted the self-efficacy in his athletes. 
His relationship building skills and his art for 
communication exemplified coaching at its best as 
he inspired his players to elevate to a premier level 
of performance.

Coach Linney was a member of Wilkesboro Baptist 
Church where he served as an usher. His father 
was a former pastor of Wilkesboro Baptist. Coach 
Linney married Adelaide “Toni” Wright in 1945. 
She was his most avid supporter in life, as well as, 
athletics until her death in May of 1993.

Joe Linney
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Charles Fred Lovette was born on January 1, 1925, 
in Wilkes County. Lovette graduated from Millers 
Creek High School in 1942 and would soon join 
his parents in business. Mr. Lovette joined his 
father, Charles O. Lovette’s business, and two years 
later he expanded the poultry buying and selling 
enterprise. His parents set good examples for Mr. 
Lovette and his brothers and sisters. Their parents 
displayed a devotion to God, to family, to friends 
and neighbors, hard work and honest interaction 
with their fellow man. Following many years 
committed to the citizens of Wilkes County, Mr. 
Lovette, at age 63, passed away on March 16, 1988.

Fred Lovette entered the family business just as 
demand for eggs and chickens soared during 
World War II, as the federal government bought 
large quantities to serve in military mess halls. 
By 1943, North Carolina farmers had shattered all 
previous poultry records; growers, for example, sold 
15.5 million chickens and grossed $15.7 million. 
Wartime demand accelerated the evolution of the 
industry and floated North Carolina and other 
southern states to the top of poultry production 
charts. Mr. Lovette saw an opportunity to bring 
economic prosperity to himself and Wilkes County 
citizens.

Mr. Lovette was one of the founders of Lovette 
Poultry Co., Inc., started in 1944. In 1953, he and his 
wife, Margaret, started the company which grew 
to be one of the world’s largest poultry producers. 
He and 16 other business owners and leaders 
integrated and formed Holly Farms Poultry Ind., 

Inc. which became one of Wilkes County’s most 
prominent employers. Employing approximately 
10,000 employees, Holly Farms merged with The 
Federal Company of Memphis, Tennessee in 1968. 
Fred Lovette was Chairman of the Board and Chief 
Executive Officer of Holly Farms Poultry, Ind., Inc. 
until 1981. He served as Executive Vice President 
and Director of the Holly Farms Corporation based 
in Memphis, Tennessee.

As a highly respected innovator and businessman, 
Mr. Lovette was involved with many board and 
trustee memberships. These include: Davis 
Hospital and Davis Hospital Foundation, Inc., 
Wingate College, First Union National Bank and 
was appointed by Governor Jim Hunt to the North 
Carolina Seafood Authority. He was named to 
the North Carolina Poultry Hall of Fame and the 
Wilkes County Agriculture Hall of Fame.

Mr. Lovette’s legacy to Wilkes County is evident 
as CHARLES FRED LOVETTE HALL on the 
grounds of Wilkes Community College has seen 
many young people walk the corridors on their 
way to higher education. He donated 75 acres to 
Wilkes Community College and was influential 
in getting a grant from the Appalachian Regional 
Commission.

Charles Fred Lovette
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Jane Wilborn

Jane F. Wilborn is a native Wilkes Countian. She 
graduated from Lincoln Heights High School, 
attended Livingston College and graduated 
in 1967 from Winston-Salem State University 
with a Bachlor’s Degree. Ms. Wilborn began her 
employment with Wilkes County Schools in 1976 
after teaching in Virginia for a few years. Ms. 
Wilborn retired from the Wilkes County School 
System in 2003 after 26 years of service.

Ms. Wilborn began teaching for Wilkes County 
Schools at Moravian Falls Elementary under 
the administration of Coleen Bush. She taught 
all grades, first through fifth. Her teaching 
style was different, as she first taught students 
the importance of respect. Upon entering her 
classroom, students were asked to make eye contact 
and greet her with a friendly “Good Morning!”. 
Students were also taught how to clearly project 
their voice during presentations and hold their 
head high and their shoulders back. Year after year, 
Ms. Wilborn was known as having the most well-
behaved class in the school.

Ms. Wilborn’s commitment to children did not stop 
at the end of the school day. During her years in 
the classroom, she volunteered at Lincoln Heights 
which, as a segregated school, closed in 1968. 
She volunteered her Saturday mornings tutoring 
children who needed that little extra help and 
attention. Ms. Wilborn has touched many lives of 
the young disadvantaged population while she 
instilled the values of hard work and excellence 
in education. It is through these high expectations 

the students of Ms. Wilborn knew learning was 
a privilege and could take them far along life’s 
pathway.

Ms. Wilborn is an active member of AME Zion 
Church. She serves as a representative for the 
church, attends conventions and volunteers for 
community projects. She is the chairperson for 
the AME Zion Hill/Rickards Chapel Scholarship 
Committee. Ms. Wilborn is also involved in 
numerous organizations including; Chairmanship 
of Jamaican Workers, Treasurer for the Roots of 
Love, and Treasurer of the Judy Barber Tribe. The 
Judy Barber Tribe preserves the history of slavery 
in the Appalachian Mountains. She also played an 
instrumental role in creating the Appalachian State 
University History Museum where she helped in the 
establishment of an authentic log cabin on campus. 
Ms. Wilborn also serves on the North Wilkesboro 
Adjustment Board and is a Commissioner for the 
North Wilkesboro Housing Authority.

A former principal at Moravian Falls Elementary 
School, Mrs. Peggy Bryan, made this statement 
about Ms. Wilborn, “I can say, without any 
hesitation, that she is an excellent teacher. She is 
enthusiastic, bright, energetic, and sincere in her 
belief that all children can learn. Jane is prompt, 
conscientious, hard-working, and always gives 110% 
to whatever job or activity in which she is involved. 
Ms. Wilborn served in many leadership roles while 
I was her principal and was an active leader in all 
school projects. She was respected and admired by 
her colleagues, students, and parents.”
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Master of Ceremonies
Larry Stone, Jr.

Larry Stone began his career in his hometown of 
North Wilkesboro, North Carolina where he worked 
three years at WWWC Radio during his time as 
a student at Wilkes Central High School. Stone 
graduated with a double major in journalism and 
radio, television and motion pictures from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1992. 
He later received a graduate degree in business 
administration from University of North Carolina, 
Greensboro and did post graduate work at the 
University of Tennessee.

Stone began working in Tennessee in 1997 with a 
goal to build the National Football League’s Titans 
Radio Network from the ground up. He helped 
design the sound of the NFL network with its 
distinctive production value and fast-paced style, 
using skills learned during his college years.

The Titans arrived in Nashville in 1998. By 2003, 
the fourth season of the team’s existence in 
Nashville, Titans Radio was the largest radio 
network in the National Football League. Stone, 
along with Mike Keith, “Voice of the Titans”, 
worked tirelessly to provide local stations with 
unsurpassed programming, promotional and sales 
assistance to stations across five states.

While continuing to work with Titans Radio, Stone 
decided to pursue his lifelong dream of radio 
ownership. In 2012, he completed the purchase 
of four stations with a new holding company, 
Stonecom. Since taking over the stations, Stone 
has overhauled the programming, promotions and 
sales approaches, while upgrading the station’s 
technical plants.

In a tradition that Stone began with Titans 
Radio, he has been a leader in developing the 
annual Titans Caravan, a joint venture with the 
Titans, into one of the NFL’s premiere outreach 
programs, including programs designed to reach 
elementary school students. Stone also believes in 
the importance of training the next generation of 
broadcasters and journalists. Annually, more than 
two dozen college students from across the region 
intern with Titans Radio.
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